
The use of drama activity 
methods to develop students' 
communication and language 

skills

Alikulova Xeniya



The lack of confidence 
and fluency when using 

ESL



to investigate the 
effectiveness of the use of 
drama activity methods in 
the ESL with 7th grade 
students



•Effectiveness

•Methods

•Peculiarities



Drama in teaching:

Greek theatre in Taormina, Sicily
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_theatre_of_Taormina#/media/File:Taormina-
Teatro_Greco01.JPG

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_theatre_of_Taormina#/media/File:Taormina-Teatro_Greco01.JPG


•A. Maley and A. Duff 

•S. Thornbury



•natural integration of 
skills 

•self-awareness and 
awareness of others 

•self-esteem 
(A. Maley and A. Duff, 2009)



Drama draws upon both 
cognitive and affective 

domains



Research participants:

7th grade students of NIS PhM Shymkent



Research aspects:

•focus group

•methods

•instruments 



Role plays 





Miming 



Improvisation 



Students’ peer observation



Warming-up activities 



Results:
Students' opinion

The most interesting part of the lesson Less interesting part of the lesson



Teacher is a facilitator 

authenticity 

enthusiasm 

engagement 

dominance 

need for 
scaffolding



communication skill

confidence 

motivation



Perspectives for 
further research 

Exploitation of drama 
as the ‘Play project ’


