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How often do you use essays as a 
form of assessment on your subjects?

How important do you think for the 
student is to know the structure of 
the essay?



Relevance of the research question

Today- MYP In the future- DP

An essay is one of the forms of assessing 

work according to criteria A, C, D -

Assessments in MYP

Essay Writing according to structure affects 

grading - DP Exams 

Grades in  MYP affect on Attestation Results of DP exams affect on GPA in DP

Developing students' structural essay writing skills is important in both MYP and DP

Study this particular problem is relevant today

in MYP 



Continuous low 
grades after 

training

Why? How?
Conduct

Action Research

Identifying the problem 



Definition of the problem: Analysis of grades after the 
first summative work

The study consisted of two cycles:
► The first cycle was conducted inside the subject World History, 
► Вsecond cycle – on Humanities department. 



Identifying the problem 



Investigation: Analysis of summative work

• In the last sentence of the Introduction, you need to indicate your point of view on the essay, 
highlighting the positive and negative aspects.

• It is necessary to begin each paragraph in the main part with the statement of the argument.

• At the end of each paragraph, it is necessary to generalize the main idea in the final sentence

• In the Conclusion do not include new information that was not in the Main part



First cycle: Investigation

► For students:
How identical is the 
structure of the essay in 
all subjects of the 
humanities?
 For teachers:

How similar is the 
structure of the essay in 
your subject to the essay 
structures of the subject 
group “Humanities”?



First cycle: Planning

An essay structure model developed in collaboration with 
teachers from different subject groups MYP and DP



First cycle: Action 
November-December 2018:
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In the last sentence of the Introduction, 
one point of view is indicated, it is 

necessary to provide all

Paragraphs are divided without following 
the structure. It is necessary to maintain 
the integrity of paragraphs in the main 

body

At the end of the paragraph of the main 
part, there is no final sentence



First cycle: Reflection

Comparison of survey results among 
students through the question:

"How identical is the structure of the essay 
in all subjects of the humanities?"

Comparison of the results of summative 
works:



Second cycle: Investigation

The study revealed that 80% of teachers 
find it difficult to answer the question 
about the identity of the structure, while 
the students came to a consensus (70%) 
about the non-identity of the structure

To eliminate the problem of 
distinguishing the structure of 
essays within the subject group, it 
was planned to hold a session of 
professional development and 
participate in the planning of 
formative and summative works.



Second cycle: Planning and Action

Professional 
Development 
Session Based on the 
Essay Structure 
Model (January 
2019)

Attending 
lesson planning 
meetings for 
subject groups 
of Economics, 
History of 
Kazakhstan, 
Geography and 
Social Sciences.

Attendance at 
planning 
meetings for 
summative 
works of the 
subject group.



Second cycle: Reflection
Substantial progress in the evaluation of essays in the 
subjects of the humanitarian cycle



Quality of knowledge

Student Achievements
Academic performance100%

2017-2018 92,17

2018-2019 97,09

Republican Gumilev Olympiad on the 
structure of essays in April 2019.
1 place – student of 10C
Karabayeva A.

Republican Gumilev Olympiad on the 
structure of essays in April 2019.
3 place – student of 9 F 
Nurtayeva А.



Experience sharing on the International level

Section at the XIII annual international conference of the ASIB 
of the CIS countries in April 2019 on the topic:

"The development of communicative skills in writing an 
argumentative essay among students of Middle school"



Future Perspective:

The Action Research for the academic year of 2019–2020 
will continue as “A study of the influence of written 

skills on the overall results of the “other subject groups 
”of the Middle school and an adaptation of the writing 

model structure”.



Reflection
Write your e-mail on the sticker for the future collaboration:

► Green sticker – if you want to conduct action research with your 
colleagues in the future

► Red sticker – if you have approved version of essay structure in 
your school. 

Attach your sticker on A3 paper 


