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SIGNIFICANCE

 The literary text provides an opportunity to learn about the

world around us, to get acquainted with various problems in a

society, to understand the relationship between people,

ourselves, our role in this society, and learn to live in our

world.

 The development of research skills in the study of literary texts

involves the search for new knowledge, the development of

critical thinking, creativity, the ability to solve problems in the

modern world.



CHALLENGES



 Research purpose - to lead students to acquire the 
research skills in studying literary works through 
critical thinking strategies for a successful study in the 
International Baccalaureate program

 Research participants: middle school, 7-9 graders of 
МУР

 Expected outcome:

 - will learn to identify a problem;

 - to pose higher-order thinking questions on a problem;

 - to define a key information;

 - to acquire skills of reporting results.



RESEARCH QUESTION

Research Question:

-How to teach students to conduct their own

research through studying literary texts?

Subquestions:

-What are the methods to develop research 

skills?

-How do critical thinking strategies develop 

students’ research skills in studying literary 

texts?



PARTICIPANTS

Class 7 8 9 Total

Number of 

students
37 36 23 96



ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Permission of the School Vice-Principal for Development;

Participants’ anonymity and confidentiality were ensured;

Research conducted on a voluntary basis;

Consent for audiotaping, camera use and video recording in 

classrooms were provided;

Use of pseudonyms and encoded names;

Data were stored in a private computer protected by a 

password.



DATA COLLECTION

• Observation;

• Research Skills Questionnaire;

• Survey;

• Students’ Self-Reflection;

• Students’ Written and Oral Works;

• Teachers’ Collaborative Work in Horizontal Scope and 

Sequence Planning



FINDINGS



What critical thinking strategies are recommended for students’ research skills 

development in МУР?



HOW DID WE UNDERSTAND THAT THOSE

STRATEGIES AND METHODS WERE EFFECTIVE?

 The set of methods and strategies for working with 

various types of texts in MYP was revised and amended 

(middle school, 7-9 graders); 

 Results of summative and final examinations in the 

middle and high school have been increased;

 The design and research activities of students have been 

intensified.



EXAM RESULTS

NISA 2019 WORLD 2019 NISA 2018 WORLD 2018 NISA 2017 WORLD 2017

RUSSIAN 
A: Lang 
and 
Literature 
HL 

6 5.9 5,55 5,63 6,2 6,13

RUSSIAN 
A: Lang 
and 
Literature 
SL 

5.77 5.74 5,34 5,37 5,97 5,63



TEACHING MATERIALS



LEARNERS’ WORKS



CLASSROOM DATA

Filling the Student’s logbook on “Yevgenii

Onegin” novel

Записи в «Бортовом журнале»  

Designing high-order thinking questions Creating ”double-entry” journal 

on the story “Daughter of Bukhara”

Doing a mind map on Gogol’s short story “Overcoat»
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